MULTI-AGENCY RISK ASSESSMENT CONFERENCE

The Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) is held on a weekly basis
each Thursday in South Tyneside, where professionals meet to share information
on high-risk cases of domestic abuse.

Information about the risks faced by those victims (16+) the actions needed to
ensure safety, and the resources available locally, are discussed and used to
create a risk management plan involving all agencies.

The MARAC is part of a coordinated community response to domestic abuse,
incorporating representatives from statutory, community and voluntary agencies
working with victims, children and alleged perpetrators.

For staff who are new in post or who are not familiar with the MARAC process, it
is recommended that they access the next available Safeguarding Partnership
Multi-Agency Training for MARAC, details of which can be found at:

Safeguarding training - South Tyneside Council

AIMS OF THE MARAC

« Share information to increase the safety, health and well-being of
victims/survivors - adults and their children

» Determine whether the alleged perpetrator poses a significant risk
to any individual or to the general community.

« Jointly construct and implement a risk management plan that
provides professional support to all those at risk and that reduces
the risk of harm.

» Reduce repeat victimization.
» Improve agency accountability; and
 Improve support for staff involved in high-risk domestic abuse cases.

The MARAC Coordinator maintains a list of the nominated representatives for each
agency represented at the MARAC, including a telephone number and secure email
address.

HOW DO PRACTITIONERS DETERMINE IF A CASE IS HIGH RISK?

Practitioner actions should be informed by the MARAC Protocol.

They are required to complete a DASH Risk Indicator Checklist (RIC) with any
victim that has disclosed domestic abuse. The checklist should be completed
with the victim as soon as possible to determine the level of risk posed to them.
If the risk assessment score is 14 + (or less in some cases for Young People) the
MARAC threshold for high risk, has been met, and a referral to the conference
should be made.


https://southtyneside.gov.uk/article/4382

There is additional guidance on completing the DASH RIC’s for adults and young
people (16+) where professional judgement will be considered in addition to
score. There will be occasions where the particular context of a case gives rise to
serious concerns even if the victim has been unable to disclose the information
that might highlight their risk more clearly. See guidance attached to the DASH
RIC.

HOW DO PRACTITIONERS REFER TO THE MARAC?

Once a high-risk case has been identified (DASH RIC), the practitioner will need to
complete a MARAC referral form. The DASH RIC and referral should be submitted
securely (via secure email) to South Tyneside MASH mailbox
southtynesidemashmailbox@northumbria.police.uk.

A referral should also be made to the IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence
Advisor) using the IDVA Referral form to be sent to Restart via the inbox:
restart@southtyneside.gov.uk

If there are any children, a referral to Children and Families Social Care should be
considered using the Multi-Agency Referral Form (MARF)

Guidance can be sought from MASH support officers.

HOW DOES THE MARAC OPERATE?

The MARAC is chaired by the MASH Supervisor in charge of the Northumbria Public
Protection Unit.

WHO TO CONTACT FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES?

Email your enquiry to: southtynesidemashmailbox@northumbria.police.uk

All referral forms referenced in this summary can be found in the Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Policies and Procedures websites available at:

Children: Local Resources (Section 2.0.21 Domestic Abuse)

Adults: https://www.southtynesidesafeguardingappp.co.uk Domestic 2.7
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